
ORDINARY PEOPLE CALLED TO DO EXTRAORDINARY THINGS

SCHEDULE FOR APRIL CLASS
APRIL 5TH - INTRO, THEMES, HISTORY, TEMPLE, CHAPTER 1
APRIL 12TH - CHAPTERS 2,3
APRIL 19TH - CHAPTER 4, 5, 6
APRIL 26TH - CHAPTER 7, 8, 9, 10

APRIL 12TH OUTLINE
1. CHAPTERS
2. MAIN CHARACTERS
3. THEMES
4. HISTORY
5. CHAPTER 2,3
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CHAPTERS
Esther 1-3 : The Jews in Danger

Chapter 1 Ahasuerus rejects Vashti
Chapter 2 Ahasuerus makes Esther Queen
Chapter 3 Haman's Honour and his Plan to destroy the Jews

Esther 4-10 : The Salvation of the Jews
Chapter 4 Mordecai calls in Esther
Chapter 5 Esther's Invitation to the Banquet
Chapter 6 Haman is obliged to honour Mordecai
Chapter 7 Haman's Fall and Execution
Chapter 8:1-9:16  The Jews' Vengeance
Chapter 9:17-32   The Purim-Feast
Chapter 10 Epilogue

MAIN CHARACTERS
1. Gentiles - God has raised up both Jew and Gentiles. God has provided away for both

Jew and Gentile to come together as on through the cross of Christ. (Eph. 2:15). The
nations actions will be judged according to the Covenant God made with Abraham (God
made a covenant with the people; Judah and Israel. And God made a covenant with the
land; Jerusalem)

2. Jews - This is God’s chosen people; the elect according to the Grace of God. God has a
specific plan for the Jewish people and all nations must submit to God by serving the
Jewish people.

3. King Ahasuerus - Gentile king that is administering the will of God over the Jewish
people (exile from Jeremiah 25); Allegory - speaks of God the Father with all His wealth
and splendor. And Jesus as the Bridegroom King.

4. Queen Vashti - She is a woman trying to live in a male dominated society, and she
seems to fail. Allegory - She speaks of women trying to get their rights, or make her way.
However, she is contending for her rights outside of God fighting for her. Symbolic of
women and nations trying to make their own way without God’s help; waiting upon God.

5. Queen Esther - A Jewish girl that is taken prisioner to the king (she may have had a
choice, but probably she did not; possible she is a human trafficking victim). Allegory -
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she speaks of the Bride of Christ who is overcoming in this age and learning to rule and
reign with Christ.

6. Mordecai - Uncle who adopted Esther. Allegory - spiritual fathers/mothers who are able
“adopt” others and bring them into the Body of Christ.

7. Haman - wicked person that wants to wipe Jews off the face of the earth. The Evil figure.
Allegory - evil; flesh; anti-christ both now and at the end of the age.

THEMES

1.BRIDAL PARADIGM
A. In Jesus’ final public message to Israel, He emphasized the Lord as a
Bridegroom, King, and Judge (Mt. 22:1-14). He revealed the nature of the kingdom
as a wedding that His Father planned.
2The kingdom…is like a certain king who arranged a marriage for his son, 3and
sent out his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding…4He sent out
other servants, saying, “…Come to the wedding.” 5But they made light of it and
went their ways, one to his own farm, another to his business. 6And the rest seized
his servants…and killed them. 7When the king heard about it…He sent out his
armies, destroyed those murderers [the Judge]…8Then he said to his servants,
“The wedding is ready…9Therefore go into the highways, and as many as you
find, invite to the wedding.” 10So those servants went out…and the wedding hall
was filled…

(Mt. 22:2-10)

1. The King: Jesus fully expressed the Father’s personality (Jn. 14:9-10; Col.
1:15; Heb. 1:3).

2. Invited to the wedding: Core to the gospel message is inviting people to
the wedding.

3. He was furious: God’s judgments are expressed to those who persecuted
His messengers.

B. Immediately after this parable, Jesus called Israel to love Him (Mt. 22:37).
37“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart.” (Mt. 22:37)
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C. Jesus’ final teaching to the disciples in the upper room emphasized themes
related to the intensity of His love for them (Jn. 13-17). He gave His ultimate
statement of love for us in John 15:9-11.
9“As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love.” (Jn. 15:9)

D. In His prayer for the Church, He prayed that they be with Him and love
Him as the Father does.
24“Father, I desire that they…may be with Me where I am…26I have declared to
them Your name, and will declare it, that the love with which You loved Me may be
in them.” (Jn. 17:24-26)

2.OVERCOMING BRIDE BEING PREPARED TO
RULE AND REIGN IN THIS AGE AND THE
NEXT

3.WOMEN IN HISTORY
4.SPIRITUAL FAMILY/FATHERS & MOTHERS
5.GREAT STORY
6.JEW & GENTILE
7.OVERCOMING EVIL AT THE END OF THE

AGE

HISTORY OF THE BOOK OF ESTHER
AUTHOR
As with most of the OT writings the author of the book of Esther (Esther meaning "star") is
not mentioned. The Jewish historian Josephus names Mordecai as author of the book.
Chapter 10:2-3 however speaks against this, for the author would hardly have written
likewise of himself. On the other hand chap. 9:20 explicitly mentions that Mordecai wrote
these things. Other sources ascribe the book of Esther to Ezra or Nehemiah.

holyclubs.com



ORDINARY PEOPLE CALLED TO DO EXTRAORDINARY THINGS
TIME

The events of the book of Esther occurred during the reign of King Ahasuerus, Xerxes I.
(Persian: Khschayarscha).

Ahasuerus reigned from 485 to 464 BC. His predecessor was King Darius (522-485 BC)
who is mentioned in Ezra 4:5. His successor was Artaxerxes I. (Ezra 7:1 and Nehemiah
2:1). The events mentioned in Esther therefore happened between Ezra chapter 6 and
chapter 7. This is why many presume that the book was written in the second half of the
fifth century BC.

TEMPLE/JERUSALEM
The Book of Esther is significant in relation to the history of the Jewish people and God’s Future
Throne room in Jerusalem. Why? God’s plan is that He would Rule and Reign, with His Bride,
from Jerusalem. Jesus is the King, He is the Judge, but He is also the Bridegroom. So,
whenever we study the Bible we must have these to very important truths:

1. Israel’s election - This means that God chose Israel as the people He would bring
Salvation through; “who are Israelites, to whom pertain the adoption, the glory, the
covenants, the giving of the law, the service of God, and the promises; 5 of whom are the
fathers and from whom, according to the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, the eternally
blessed God. Amen.” (Rom. 9:4-5). Israel is the elect or chosen of God (Rom. 9:11). The
Blessings of God will only come through Israel. (Gen. 12:1-3).

2. Jerusalem Centric - Jesus chose to Rule and Reign in Jerusalem. Therefore, we must
follow where He chose to set up His Kingdom reign. (Jer. 3:17)
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● 1200 BCE - Jerusalem is conquered by Canaanites (Jebusites)

King David /King Solomon
FIRST TEMPLE BUILT

● 1000 BCE - King David Conquers Jerusalem; Declares City Capital of Jewish
Kingdom

● 960 BCE - David's Son, King Solomon, Builds First Jewish Temple
Assyrians

● 721 BCE - Assyrians Conquer Samaria; Refugees Flee to Jerusalem and City
Expands onto Western Hill

● 701 BCE - Assyrian Ruler Sennacherib Lays Siege to Jerusalem
Babylon

● 586 BCE - Babylonian Forces Destroy Jerusalem and Demolish First Temple

Persian Period (539-322 BCE)
SECOND TEMPLE BUILT

● 539 BCE - Persian Ruler Cyrus the Great Conquers Babylonian Empire,
Including Jerusalem

● 516 BCE - Cyrus Permits Jews in Babylonian Exile to Return to Jerusalem;
Second Temple Built Zerubbabel brings 50k Jews back to Jerusalem.

● 485 to 464 BC. Ahasuerus reigned; QUEEN ESTHER SAVES THE JEWS
● 445-425 BCE - Nehemiah the Prophet Rebuilds the Walls of Jerusalem; City

Confined to Eastern Hill
Hellenistic Period (332-141 BCE)

● 332 BCE - Greek Leader Alexander the Great Conquers Judea and Jerusalem
● 332-141 BCE - Ptolemaic and Seleucid Rule in Jerusalem

Hasmonean Period (141-37 BCE)
● 141 BCE - Hasmonean Dynasty Begins; Jerusalem Again Expands Limits to

Western Hill
● 63 BCE - Roman General Pompey captures Jerusalem

Herodian Period (37 BCE - 70 CE)
● 37 BCE - King Herod Restructures Second Temple, Adds Retaining Walls
● 30 CE - Jesus Crucified by Romans in Jerusalem

Roman Period (70 - 324 CE)
● 70 CE - Roman Forces Destroy Jerusalem and Demolish Second Temple
● 135 CE - Jerusalem Rebuilt as a Roman City
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Byzantine Period (324-638 CE)
● 335 CE - Church of the Holy Sepulchre Built
● 614 CE - Persians Capture Jerusalem
● 629 CE - Byzantine Christians Recapture Jerusalem from Persians

First Muslim Period (638-1099 CE)
● 638 CE - Caliph Omar Enters Jerusalem
● 661-750 CE - Jerusalem Ruled Under Umayyad Dynasty
● 691 CE - Dome of the Rock Built on Site of Destroyed Jewish Temples
● 750-974 CE - Jerusalem Ruled Under Abassid Dynasty

Crusader Period (1099-1187 CE)
● 1099 CE - First Crusaders Capture Jerusalem

Ayyubid Period (1187-1259 CE)
● 1187 CE - Saladin Captures Jerusalem from Crusaders
● 1229-1244 CE - Crusaders Briefly Recapture Jerusalem Two Times

Mamluk Period (1250-1516)
● 1250 - Muslim Caliph Dismantles Walls of Jerusalem; Population Rapidly

Declines
Ottoman Period (1516-1917)

● 1517 - Ottoman Empire Captures Jerusalem
● 1538-1541 - Suleiman the Magnificent Rebuilds the Walls of Jerusalem

British Mandate (1917-1948)
● 1917 - British Capture Jerusalem in World War I

Divided City (1948-1967)
● 1948 - State of Israel Established; Jerusalem Divided By Armistice Lines

Between Israel & Jordan
Reunification (1967-Present)

● 1967 - Israel Captures Jerusalem's Old City and Eastern Half; Reunites City

DANIEL 9:25-27 TEMPLE BUILT
A. 25“…from the going forth of the command (458 BC) to restore…Jerusalem

until Messiah…there shall be seven weeks (49 years; 409 BC) and sixty-two
weeks (434 years; AD 27)…

B. 26After the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off (Jesus was killed; AD
30)…and the people of the prince who is to come (Antichrist) shall destroy
the city [Jerusalem; AD 70]…
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C. “Then he (anti-christ) “shall confirm a covenant (international agreement with
his peace plan) “with many (nations; people groups)“for one week; (7 year
period; Matt. 24:22 “And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be
saved; but for the elect’s sake (chosen ones) those days will be shortened.”“But
in the middle of the week (3 1/2 years into the last 7 period)
“He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering (break the covenant; then
build the temple of “PEACE” in Jerusalem)
“And on the wing of abominations (Anti-christ sits in temple and says “I am
your god…worship me!; Matt. 24:15 “Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of
desolation,’ spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place”
(…whoever reads, let him understand)“shall be one who makes desolate,
(anti-christ will destroy people eventually).“Even until the consummation
(Judgment) which is determined,“Is poured out on the desolate.”(anti-christ)

GOD’S PROPHETIC TIME CLOCK

A. The 70 weeks (490 years) are divided into three parts: 7 weeks (49 years), 62 weeks (434
years), and the 70th week (final 7 years before Jesus’ returns). There is an approximate
2,000-year gap after the 69 weeks, before the 70th week begins. Each date points to a
time when significant events occur—Jerusalem restored, Messiah’s first coming,
Jerusalem destroyed, Antichrist activity and destruction.

B. God’s plan contained surprising developments—Messiah being killed, followed by
Jerusalem and the temple being destroyed again (9:26) like the destruction of Solomon’s
temple in 586 BC.

C. The temple will be rebuilt in the end times and then made desolate by the Antichrist
(9:27).

D. After Jesus was killed in Jerusalem in AD 30, God’s “prophetic clock,” or “calendar,”
paused for nearly 2,000 years until Israel was back in their promised land (1948).

GOD’S TIME TABLE
42 months, 1,260 days, and Time, Times, & Half a Time (3 1/2 years)
There are eight scriptures and four phrases that describe the final 3½ years before Jesus returns.
One reason that different terminology is used is so that the meaning is clear and that no one
would be able to dismiss this significant time frame as being symbolic. By comparing these
passages, we see that different terminology is used to describe the same time frame of 3½ years.

holyclubs.com



ORDINARY PEOPLE CALLED TO DO EXTRAORDINARY THINGS

1. Persecution: The persecution of Israel and the Church lasts 42 months (Rev. 11:2; 13:5),
which is also described as time, times, and half a time (Dan. 7:25; 12:7).

2. Prophecy: The two witnesses will prophesy for 1260 days (Rev. 11:3).
3. Protection: Israel will be protected in the wilderness for 1260 days (Rev. 12:6), which is

also described as time, times, and half a time (Rev. 12:14).

ESTHER CHAPTER 2

Esther Becomes Queen

1 After these things, when the wrath of King Ahasuerus subsided, he remembered
Vashti, what she had done, and what had been decreed against her.

1. After these things - "Nearly four years have passed since Vashti was removed
from being queen. During that time, Ahasuerus directed his ill-fated Greek
campaign and came home in humiliation instead of honor." [Dr. Constable; Sonic
Light; Note: Ibid, p711.]

2. Wrath of King Ahasuerus subsided - Never make decisions hastily.

2 Then the king’s servants who attended him said: “Let beautiful young virgins be
sought for the king;

1. The king’s servants who attended - This was not Ahasuerus idea; Instead people
sound him, looking to promote themselves, is helping him make decisions. It is
important to note that there people don’t alway have your best interest at hand,
and definitely might not have God’s best interest at hand.

2. TODAY - God will work all things together for your good, and the Good of the
Jewish people. We must live in Peace, knowing that God is in control. Paul
affirms, “And we know that all things work together for good to those who love
God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. 29 For whom He
foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He
might be the firstborn among many brethren.” (Rom. 8:28-29)

3 and let the king appoint officers in all the provinces of his kingdom, that they may
gather all the beautiful young virgins to [a]Shushan the [b]citadel, into the women’s
quarters, under the custody of [c]Hegai the king’s eunuch, custodian of the women. And
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let beauty preparations be given them. 4 Then let the young woman who pleases the
king be queen instead of Vashti.”

This thing pleased the king, and he did so.

1. Gather all the beautiful young virgins - This is where I draw the line that Esther
was most likely a human trafficking victim. Did she have a choice? I don’t know.
However, the plan did not start with Esther saying, I want to be queen. Instead, it
started with an advisor trying to please the king.

2. TODAY - We have many people that advise others, who then make laws, which
affect our lives and the lives of our children. How do we respond? Jesus called us
to live in the world, but not to let the world change us; we should affect the world
instead of let the world infect us. We are called to be salt and light. We are the
agent’s of change. Esther’s life was controlled by others, but she did not let that
affect her negatively, so that she was controlled by her circumstances. Instead,
through the help of Mordacaai, and her community, she was able to be the agent
of change.

3. John 17:14-19 “I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them
because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 15 I do not pray
that You should take them out of the world, but that You should keep them from
the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 17
Sanctify[a] them by Your truth. Your word is truth. 18 As You sent Me into the world,
I also have sent them into the world. 19 And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that
they also may be sanctified by the truth.”

4. Matthew 5:13-16 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how
shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled
underfoot by men. 14 “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill
cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a
lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine
before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.”

5. Hegai the king’s eunuch, custodian of the women - Hegai was a Eunuch, who
would not have been able to seduce the king’s wives (def. a man who has been
castrated, especially (in the past) one employed to guard the women's living areas at a king’s
court). Hagai has the job to prepare, and  provide for the king. He also, as we will see in verse
12 had to cleanse and beautiful the women.

6. John the Baptist - was called a friend of the Bridegroom. As Jesus’ older cousin,
it was His job to Prepare the way of the Lord. He prepared and beautified the
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Church via washing them with water (wash your sins way). This made a way for
the salvation message to come forth.

7. TODAY - God is raising up a prepared people, and preparation ministry. God
wants to prepare us personally by the washing of water by His word (Eph. 5:26).
While at the sametime there will be preparation ministries whose message of
Repentance will wash the people’s heart clean. Also, just as Hegai was a eunuch,
these person’s will be “spiritual eunuch’s”. Meaning they will NOT touch the Bride.
Either physically or by manipulating them spiritually. John was a “Friend of the
Bridegroom”, and this is what God is calling us to also.

8. Jew and Gentile - Hagai, as far as we know, was a gentile, who was serving
Eshter. He was a gentile serving the Jews. And ultimately, he was serving the
purposes of God. The Gentile people have been given power (only given by God)
to interact with the Jewish People; to serve or provoke them into their calling
(Rom. 10:19; 11:11). Luke 11:43 declares, “Woe to you Pharisees! For you love the
[m]best seats in the synagogues and greetings in the marketplaces.” Meaning the
Pharisees did not come to serve, but to be served, and to pridefully be seen while
doing it. This is the opposite of who Jesus is, and what He has called us to be.
The hidden place is the first place we should learn to minister to God (Matt. 6.
Certainly, this is the opposite of a virus infected vain social media culture.)

5 In [d]Shushan the [e]citadel there was a certain Jew whose name was Mordecai the
son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, a Benjamite. 6 Kish[f] had been carried
away from Jerusalem with the captives who had been captured with [g]Jeconiah king of
Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried away.

1. Kish - Apparently it was Kish, Mordecai’s great-grandfather, who went into captivity
with Jehoiachin ( Esther 2:5-6). This means Mordecai and Esther were probably
descendants of the leading citizens of Jerusalem who went into exile in 597 B.C,
perhaps nobility (cf. 2 Kings 24:12).

2. Mordecai - Mordecai’s name is Persian, which means Strong one”; the name would
have meant that someone was a strong "follower of Marduk"; the god Marduk.
Marduk was the patron god of Babylon, the Babylonian king of the gods, who presided
over justice, compassion, healing, regeneration, magic, and fairness, although he is also
sometimes referenced as a storm god and agricultural deity. His temple, the famous
ziggurat described by Herodotus, is considered the model for the biblical Tower of
Babel. The Greeks associated him with Zeus and the Romans with Jupiter. He is
depicted as a human in royal robes, carrying a snake-dragon and a spade.
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3. Name changes - it was common for the Jews in captivity to receive and to use

pagan names (cf. Daniel 1:7; Ezra 1:8).
4. Kish[f] had been carried away from Jerusalem with the captives who had been

captured with [g]Jeconiah king of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of
Babylon had carried away.  - It is important to note that Kish might have been a
faithful man, but he was still taken away in captivity. Why? Because God was
judging all of Israel. All of Israel had gone into a covenant with God as Mount

5. Merciful - It is important to note that one character of God is “Mercy”.  God is
loving-kindness. As a Father He loves us and wants to be with us forever.
However, satan hates God and humanity. He  is working full time to destroy our
lives. He committed the first sin in Heaven by aborting God’s dream/plan/will for
his life. Satan sinned. The result was that He left Heaven and had to come to
earth to destroy God’s creation, and turn us from God’s perfect will. This of
course is called sin. But God is Merciful (Def. to love, love deeply, have
mercy, be compassionate, have tender affection, have compassion.) He
is loving-kindness (See Below).

a. LOVING - God loved us FIRST (1 John 4:19). As a Father He
shows us that He loves us; He loves us as a Father who wants to
have us as a part of His Family forever.

b. KINDNESS - God showed us His kindness by giving us His Son
to take away our sins. “For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have
everlasting life.” (John 4:10). Jesus the Son, who loves the Father,
loves you, with the same love that He has for the Father (John
15:9). “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” (John
3:16).

6. Rules for Return to the Land - God is Merciful, and He made away for Israel to
REPENT and return to the land. This is good news for our personal life, and good
news for the Gentile nations. (Deut. 30:1-6) “Now it shall come to pass, when all
these things come upon you, the blessing and the curse which I have set before
you, and you [a]call them to mind among all the nations where the Lord your God
drives you, 2 and you return to the Lord your God and obey His voice, according to
all that I command you today, you and your children, with all your heart and with all
your soul, 3 that the Lord your God will bring you back from captivity, and have
compassion on you, and gather you again from all the nations where the Lord your
God has scattered you. 4 If any of you are driven out to the farthest parts under
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heaven, from there the Lord your God will gather you, and from there He will bring
you. 5 Then the Lord your God will bring you to the land which your fathers
possessed, and you shall possess it. He will prosper you and multiply you more
than your fathers. 6 And the Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the heart
of your descendants, to love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your
soul, that you may live.” (Deut. 30:1-6)

7. BUT what about the enemies of Israel? - (Deut. 30:7) “Also the Lord your God will
put all these curses on your enemies and on those who hate you, who persecuted
you.” This shows us that even if God uses a nation, such as Babylon, and they are
God’s agent of judgement. Then, that nation will still be under God’s justice. All
based on how their country responded to God’s chosen people.

7 And Mordecai had brought up Hadassah, that is, Esther, his uncle’s daughter, for she
had neither father nor mother. The young woman was lovely and beautiful. When her
father and mother died, Mordecai took her as his own daughter.

1. Mordecai had brought up Hadassah - Mordecai was her older uncle that raised
her, because she was an orphan.

2. God the Father - God has adopted us into His Family, “For this reason I bow my
knees to the Father [f]of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 from whom the whole family in
heaven and earth is named” (Eph. 4:14-15). Paul taught, “For you did not receive
the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom
we cry out, “Abba,[e] Father.” 16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that
we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs
with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together”
(Rom. 8:14-17).

3. TODAY - God is calling us to walk forth in spirit of adoption, just like Mordcai, that
is reaching out to the next generation of women, and training them up daily so
that they can stand against the anti-christ spirit that is in the land, and is coming
at the end of the age. (Mal. 4:5-6) “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet (the
holiness; message of repentance; miraculous) before the coming of the great and
dreadful day of the Lord (Ps. 110:3 inspired voluntary army). 6 And he (anointed
people) will turn The hearts of the fathers (natural fathers; also the spiritual
fathers; also we must turn our hearts to the spiritual Jewish Fathers of the Faith
{both Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and Messianic Remnant} to the children (the
children of Messianic Jews; the children of Israel; the gentile children), And the
hearts of the children to their fathers (children turing from the spirit of this age;
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the anti-christ spirit of this world unto the hearts of the fathers {natural, spiritual,
Israel, Messianic} , Lest I come and strike the earth with a curse.”

4. Deut. 30:5 - God wants to Bless us. 5 Then the Lord your God will bring you to the
land which your fathers possessed, and you shall possess it. He will prosper you
and multiply you more than your fathers.

5. Problems that keep us from the Blessings - Children you must obey your fathers
{natural, spiritual, Israel, Messianic} or else you will NOT be blessed; you will have
ADDED HARDSHIP IN YOUR LIFE. Exodus 20:12 “Honor your father and your
mother, that your days may be long upon the land which the Lord your God is
giving you.” Then Pauls points out, “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this
is right. 2 “Honor your father and mother,” which is the first commandment with
promise: 3 “that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth.”

6. What you need to do - God through the Beatitudes Matthew 5,6,7. CHANGE YOUR
LIFE.

7. Hadassah, that is - "Hadasseh" ( Esther 2:7) is a Jewish name that means myrtle, a
beautiful fragrant tree. The Jews still sometimes carry myrtle branches, which signify
peace and thanksgiving, in procession during the Feast of Tabernacles. [Note:
Baldwin, p66.] The name "Esther" is Persian and means "star." It derives from the
same root as "Ishtar," the Babylonian goddess of love.

8. Problems that Esther dealt with - Esther participated in several areas that were
against the will of God. Mordecai encouraged her to cooperate with the king ( Esther
2:10-11).

a. LIE/DECEIT - She withheld her true identity of a Jew.
b. SEX - sex with a man not her husband ( Exodus 20:14)
c. GENTILE PAGAN - she married a pagan ( Deuteronomy 7:1-4)
d. FOOD - She was eating unclean food ( Leviticus 11:46-47).
e. LATER - she tries to get Mordecai to stop fasting (Esther 4:4)

9. TODAY - God redeemed Eshter, and allowed her to take part in the deliverance of
Israel. This is not a licence to sin, but it does let us know that no matter how far we
have gone from God He can redeem us, and use us in a very powerful way.

8 So it was, when the king’s command and decree were heard, and when many young
women were gathered at [h]Shushan the [i]citadel, under the custody of Hegai, that Esther
also was taken to the king’s palace, into the care of Hegai the custodian of the women.

1. Taken to the king’s palace, into the care of Hegai the custodian of the women. -
Esther was taken (I still believe she was a human trafficking victim) However, she
was then placed in the care of Hegai. Hagai is a picture of the Mercy and Grace
of God.
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2. Hegai is a picture of GRACE: Grace is RECEIVING what you do not deserve

(impartation of something positive; blessings; God’s power that enables you to obey
Him). Grace inspires you to repent or to come into agreement (realignment) with God’s
heart (Rom. 5:20-21; Rom. 6:14-19); Grace is not (1) seeking to earn God’s love and
forgiveness; (2) half-hearted response to receiving God’s grace, which is permission to
keep sinning (Rom. 6:1-2).

3. RESIST: Resisting Principle (Rom. 6:12-13): We resist sin, Satan, and sin-provoking
circumstances. “Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey
it in its lusts. And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to
sin…(Rom. 6:12-13)

4. Do not present your members to sin: We must refuse circumstances that inflame sinful
desires. We do not go to places, buy items, or look at or talk about that which stirs up
sinful passions. The battle for sin starts with our desires. Our evil desires calls out to unite
in depravity with darkness (James 1:14-15). This is the battle! You must resist the battle
in your mind. Why? How? Why, Jesus died and rose again—so that you could be alive;
His plan is not for you to continually struggle every day. How, you resist the urges by
accessing God’s Grace.

5. I WANT TO LIVE A BALANCED LIFE! HOLINESS IS ONLY FOR EXTREME
& WEIRD PEOPLE: Extreme and weird people do extremely weird things, and
“balanced” folks usually suffocate in a tiny box they created. Today, living a “balanced
life” in this world may cause you to subtly fall, unsuspectedly sinking into the
comfortable mire of lukewarmness. Did John the Baptist live a balanced life? Did Jesus
live a balanced life? Does the fruit in your life resemble the early church? Do not ask
how much you can get away with and still make it to Heaven! Instead  ask, “How holy
can I be in the grace of God?” God said, “I am holy” and you are to be holy like Him (1
Pt. 1:16). Pursuing holiness is not an OPTION in your Christian walk—it is God’s only
plan. Pursuing God’s holiness, in His grace, creates the true (and perfect) balance in your
life.

9 Now the young woman pleased him, and she obtained his favor; so he readily gave
beauty preparations to her, besides [j]her allowance. The seven choice maidservants
were provided for her from the king’s palace, and he moved her and her maidservants to
the best place in the house of the women

1. Now the young woman pleased him, and she obtained his favor; - There is
nothing sensual about this phrase. Hegai did not engage in physical activity with
Esther. Instead, she was an amazing person to be around. And his job was to find
an attractive lady, who could be found the next queen of Babylon. Esther was
someone that captured his eye.
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2. TODAY - a young lady can use her pure gifts of intelligence, integrity, purity,

humor Etc. to establish herself. She does not have to promote herself, act as a
man, or fight to climb a ladder. Ladies, you are called to just be you, and allow the
gifts and talents that God has placed inside you to make way for you. (Prov.
18:16) “A man’s gift makes room for him, And brings him before great men.”

3. So he readily gave beauty preparations to her, besides [j]her allowance - Esther
was then rewarded, in the world, according to the world’s standards to succeed.

4. FAVOR IN GOD’S EYES - How do you find favor in God’s eyes?
5. Peter found favor in the eyes of God! But, how? - The Bible says, “27 Now Jesus

and His disciples went out to the towns of Caesarea Philippi; and on the road He
asked His disciples, saying to them, “Who do men say that I am?” 28 So they
answered, “John the Baptist; but some say, Elijah; and others, one of the prophets.”
29 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered and said to
Him, “You are the Christ.” Then He strictly warned them that they should tell no one
about Him.” Like Peter you must know who Jesus is. If you know who Jesus is
then you will give yourself to live for Him, and die that His Kingdom might COME!
If you really know Jesus, then you will give yourself to Him in the place of prayer.
If you truthfully know Jesus, if you search out His heart, then you will find HIM.
And your heart will be at peace.

6. Mary of Bethany was a women who find favor in the eyes of God and she know
who He was.

7. Mark 14:3-9; (also John 12:1-8) “3 And being in Bethany at the house of Simon
the leper, as He sat at the table, a woman came having an alabaster flask of very
costly [b]oil of spikenard (300 denari; one years wage). Then she broke the flask
and poured it on His head (she would have to break the pottery; she would have
made a choice to be give it all to Jesus; this was before Acts 5:3). 4 But there
were some who were indignant among themselves, and said, “Why was this
fragrant oil wasted?” 5 For it might have been sold for more than three hundred
denarii and given to the poor. (they were putting more value on giving to the poor
than giving to Jesus.) And they criticized[c] her sharply. (The future leaders were
being trained on the worthiness of God; there was no one else that defended
Jesus.)

6 But Jesus said, “Let her alone. Why do you trouble her? She has done a good
work for Me. 7 For you have the poor with you always, and whenever you wish you
may do them good; but Me you do not have always. 8 She has done what she
could. She has come beforehand to anoint My body for burial. 9 Assuredly, I say to
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you, wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world, what this woman has
done will also be told as a memorial to her.”

10 Esther had not [k]revealed her people or family, for Mordecai had charged her not to
reveal it.

1. Not [k]revealed her people or family - She is keeping hidden the fact that she is
Jewish. Remember, Israel had been departed to Babylon, until Cyrus let the Jews
return. However, there was still a hatred, or some other reason why Mordecai felt
that she must protect her identity.

2. TODAY - You may feel that you need to hide that you are Christian. Why? Maybe
you feel that you are ashamed, and that you will be ridiculed? The Bible says two
groups of people will be hated at the end of the age: Believers(or those that hold
the testimony of Jesus, both Jew and Gentile) & Cultural Jews (Luke 21:20 &
Zech. 12:2-3; 14:1-3). But we can find strength in God, so that we will be His
witnesses. Jesus said, “11 Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you,
and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. 12 Rejoice and be
exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the
prophets who were before you” (Matt. 5:11-12). Also, He told the disciples that
that would be persecuted, but not to worry. Jesus, when training the future
leadership team of the church said, “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation
and kill you, and you will be hated by all nations for My name’s sake. 10 And then
many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. 11 Then
many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. 12 And because lawlessness
will abound, the love of many will grow cold. 13 But he who endures to the end
shall be saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world
as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.” Many very important
things are shown here. (Matt. 24:10-14)

a. First, in verse 10, we see that many will be offended and betray one
another (Matthew 24:14) . Today, we see that Esther hid herself, but
eventually had to lay down her life that the jews would live. On the other
hand Daniel openly shared about his Jewish faith, and was willing to give
His life that he would honor the commands of God. He too was able to
preserve the lives of Jews. Either way, BOTH WERE PERSECUTED, but in
the end both were faithful and that is the point. But above the testimony of
Esther and Daniel we must follow the Testimony of Jesus. The writer of

holyclubs.com

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+2&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-12735k
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Esther+2&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-12735k


ORDINARY PEOPLE CALLED TO DO EXTRAORDINARY THINGS
Hebrews, inspired with wisdom declares, “Therefore we also, since we are
surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight,
and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the
race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the [a]author and [b]finisher of
our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of
God.”

b. “Many False prophets will arise” (Matthew 24:14) - this is the persecution
of the mind. Listening to the lies corrupts our heart. Esther probably heard
negative stories about Jews. This would have caused her to become
fearful for her life. As a result she had to hide her identity. Each time she
did a little bit more of her died, and more and more she grew in a pagan.
But eventually she took her stand. TODAY, we too have the noise of false
prophets in our land, and will be persecuted, will be rejected and will be
killed, but if we don’t take a stand, how will the world hear?

c. “Lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold” (Matthew
24:12) - Esther eventually saw a lawless deed enacted that was set to
destroy her people. TODAY - there is a rise of different groups creating
lawlessness against God, Jews, and believers in Jesus as Messiah. David
wrote a conversation between the Father and the Son when He said, Why
do the [a]nations [b]rage, And the people plot a [c]vain thing? 2 The kings of
the earth set themselves, And the rulers take counsel together, Against the
Lord and against His Anointed,[d] saying, 3 “Let us break Their bonds in
pieces and cast away Their cords from us.” (Psalm 2:1-3). Also, “lawless”
or violent deeds are on the rise. Jesus warned us that this would happen.
Why? So that we could guard our hearts. David rightfully praised, “Praise
the Lord with the harp; [a]Make melody to Him with an instrument of ten
strings.” (Ps. 33:2) Why? He goes one to write in verse 10, “The Lord brings
the counsel of the nations to nothing; He makes the plans of the peoples
of no effect.” This is so important because He continues in verse 18 by
stating, “Behold, the eye of the Lord is on those who fear Him, On those
who hope in His mercy, 19 To deliver their soul from death.” Lastly, He
marvelously states in verse 22, “Let Your mercy, O Lord, be upon us, Just as
we hope in You.” We need to put our trust in God, even if everyone sees,
and wait upon Him, even if He does not come when or how we expect.

d. “But he (those) who endures to the end shall be saved” (Matthew 24:13) -
This is speaking about people and nations. Jesus said, “When the Son of

holyclubs.com

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+12&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-30215a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+12&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-30215b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ps.+2&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-13947a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ps.+2&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-13947b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ps.+2&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-13947c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ps.+2&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-13948d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+33&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-14369a


ORDINARY PEOPLE CALLED TO DO EXTRAORDINARY THINGS
Man comes in His glory, and all the [c]holy angels with Him, then He will sit
on the throne of His glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before Him,
and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his
sheep from the goats. (Matt. 25:31-32). The perseverance of salvation is
not a momentary decision to be a Christian, instead it is a process of life
until you stand before the Lord on judgment day. This is not to say you
earn your salvation through works. Jesus said, the Gospel was like some
seed that was scattered (Matt. 13). Just because the seed took root for a
season does not mean that you will not turn from the Lord. Paul talks
about Adam being created before Eve (1 Tim. 2:13) This means that Eve is
the weaker vessel (Please do not be angry with me. Instead talk to God
and find out His plan and purpose). Paul further declares, “And Adam was
not deceived, but the woman being deceived, fell into transgression. 15
Nevertheless she will be saved in childbearing if they continue in faith, love,
and holiness, with self-control.” (1 Tim. 3:14-15). Eve is saved through the
suffering. We are saved through the process of saying yes to Jesus and
His Kingdom come.  Please look past our cultural offenses to this verse.
Instead understand that satan entered the garden to tempt Eve. He bet his
WHOLE plan to usurp the Throne of God on the women Eve. This is a
monumental statement. He was choosing to get the women to sin so that
humanity would not have a way to salvation.

e. Ezekiel 33:13 “13 When I say to the righteous that he shall surely live, but
he trusts in his own righteousness and commits iniquity, none of his
righteous works shall be remembered; but because of the iniquity that he
has committed, he shall die.” Jesus implores Israel that they must walk
out their salvation, through the cross of Christ, and not through their own
righteousness.

f. Summary - Esther was a Bride that became a Queen. Her position could be
taken away at any moment based upon the demands of a king, who had
already gotten rid of one queen. So, she withheld her Jewish identity. As
believers we may be afraid, and try to hide our identity. However, will we
save ourselves? Eve was the weaker vessel and she was deceived, but
then her salvation came through the suffering of child dearing. Israel
Today, as the Bride of Christ, who is being prepared to rule and reign, we
need to understand that our salvation will come through suffering. We will
be persecuted for what we believe. We will be persecuted for standing
with God’s heart for Israel. Our walk with God culminates before one man,
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one Judge, one Lord and King. “Therefore, brethren, having boldness[f] to
enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way which
He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh, 21 and having a
High Priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a true heart in
full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience
and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the confession
of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful. 24 And let us
consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 25 not
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some,
but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day
approaching.

g. “This gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness
to all the nations, and then the end will come” (Matthew 24:14) - Daniel did
not hide His Identity. Esther hid her identity, until she resolutely took a
stand to save the Jews. But each of them was an agent of change in their
generation. TODAY, We must boldly preach the Gospel. In doing so all
Israel will be saved. Esther could have remained silent and spared her life.
But instead she became a preacher of Righteousness unto the saving fo
Jews. As the Bride of Christ, we must boldly take a stand for the Gospel of
Peace so that the whole world will hear and Israel will saved.

h. Consider what Paul wrote,

14 How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And
how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall
they hear without a preacher? 15 And how shall they preach unless they
are sent? As it is written:

“How beautiful are the feet of those who [b]preach the gospel of
peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things!”

16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has
believed our report?” 17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by
the word of God.

18 But I say, have they not heard? Yes indeed:

“Their sound has gone out to all the earth,

And their words to the ends of the world.”
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19 But I say, did Israel not know? First Moses says:

“I will provoke you to jealousy by those who are not a nation,

I will move you to anger by a foolish nation.”

20 But Isaiah is very bold and says:

“I was found by those who did not seek Me;

I was made manifest to those who did not ask for Me.”

21 But to Israel he says:

“All day long I have stretched out My hands

To a disobedient and contrary people.”

11 And every day Mordecai paced in front of the court of the women’s quarters, to
learn of Esther’s welfare and what was happening to her.

1. And every day Mordecai paced in front of the court of the women’s quarters - He
was a relative, a concerned Jews, and a friend of God. As a relative he was
concerned about her welfare. As a concerned Jew, He did not want to get wiped
out. But, as a friend of God, Mordecai is later found mourning with God. Today, as
the Bride of Christ, we must stand with God’s heart for the next generation. What
if the next generation did not exist to serve your plans, what if you exist to raise
them up to serve God’s Kingdom Come!

2. Jew and Gentile - Now what does the Scripture say in regards to this verse? The
Word of God says, “For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the
same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him.” (Rom. 10:12). Mordecai as a
Jew, paced in front of the women’s quarters to learn what was happening with
Esther and His people. Jesus wants to share secrets with those that WAIT UPON
THE LORD. (Before I begin this next sentence there is a face, a seriously heavenly
fact that you must know. It is a fact that can be overlooked, but should not
be--Jesus has rich emotions, plans, and desires. Therefore, we must ask Him,
“What is on Your heart.”) In this text Jesus shares a secret. A concern that is on
His heart, “21 Now as they were eating, He said, “Assuredly, I say to you, one of you
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will betray Me” (Matt. 26:21). John the humbled son of Thunder, who became the
one whom Jesus loved, writing on this moment said, “Then, leaning [e]back on
Jesus’ breast, he said to Him, “Lord, who is it?” (John 13:25). John was
transformed until He became the one that leaned His head upon the chest of
Jesus and asked to know His secrets. He asked to know what was on HI sheat.

3. Today, can we become spiritual leaders like Mordecai and John. Mordecai was
practically present throughout the whole life of Esther, while John was intimately
and practically present in the moment. We need Spiritual leaders like unto those
that contend for the next generation, while they are close to Jesus, and ask what
is on His heart. Both for Jews, Gentiles, and the next generation of leaders.

12 Each young woman’s turn came to go into King Ahasuerus after she had completed
twelve months’ preparation, according to the regulations for the women, for thus were
the days of their preparation apportioned: six months with oil of myrrh, and six months
with perfumes and preparations for beautifying women.

1. “Each young woman’s turn came to go into King Ahasuerus” - The end of this
would be time she would have to spend one night with the king. After this night it
is possible that she would actually have to stay in his harem for the rest of her
life. So in essence her life was over.

2. Today, We must give our lives wholeheartedly to God’s Kingdom. We must not let
our own plans and purposes control things.

3. Song of Songs love story - this is very similar to the love story found in the Song
of Songs. The bride comes into the chamber of the king, but she is not yet
married. (She is not married until chapter 3:11). In Songs 2: “Rise up, my love, my
fair one, and come away.” the king invites her to come with him in his plan. But
she says, “No!” And actually ask him to go away. She does not want to go deeper
in the relationship. But eventually she is gripped by the loss of love. She realizes
that the King loved her.

4. IT IS IMPORTANT to note that the king was looking first for a loving Bride and a
Queen to give his authority to. God is also looking FIRST, for a Bride whom He
loves, and, then SECONDLY He is looking for a Queen to give His authority to. This
is why He puts the first commandment first place in our lives. That We would first
love God and then love people. He called us because He loves us and we get to
work for HIm. He did not call us because, He needed workers. Jesus called Peter,
in his weakness and brokenness, and then He fixed Him. He did not call HIm
because he was so gifted. In fact, after Peter had denied Christ, Jesus restored
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him in love. He said, three times, do You love me? God first restored him to love
and then asked him to feed the sheep.

5. Twelve months’ preparation, according to the regulations for the women - This
would have been a preparation for her one night with the king. This would have
served natural and cautionary purposes. First, naturally, this was a way to use
natural elements to enhance her texture and smell. Meaning the perfumes, would
have exuded out of her pours. Second, this was cautionary in that the king
needed to be protected from diseases and even outside attack from assassins.

6. Six months with oil of myrrh - traditionally Myrrh speaks of a burial spice. This
speaks of a six month season where Esther would have been immersed with
Myrrh. Spiritually speaking this has two different symbols: involuntary and
voluntary. Involuntary myrrh speaks of the season of testing our lives. This may
last moments or years. It is the time in our life when we may be overwhelmed
with pain, uncertain about the future, hurt by those that should have stood with
us, or, like Jesus, who said, Abba, where are You!! We are uncertain of if God sees
or even cares in this season. Voluntarily entering into a season of Myrrh is
equally as painful, but it is absolutely necessary to grow deeper in God’s love and
walk in wholehearted obedience. Matthew 5, 6, 7, Jesus calls us to live out the
eight Beatitudes (Matt. 5:3-12) as we pursue 100-fold obedience (Mt. 5:48). The
Beatitudes are like 8 beautiful flowers in the “garden of your heart” that God
wants to fully blossom. They define love, godliness, and spiritual maturity and
describe the kingdom lifestyle. Implied in all of God’s commands is the promise of
the enabling to walk out the command. Your heart is a garden; these 8 flowers
must be cultivated as you “weed your garden” by resisting 6 common temptations
(Mt. 5:21-48) and as you “water your garden” by pursuing 5 kingdom activities
(Mt. 6:1-20).

7. Song of Songs and “myrrh” - Solomon writes that his first gift to the Bride was,
“A bundle of myrrh is my beloved to me that lies all night between my breasts.”
(Songs 1:13) This would have been a unique gift she was given which served
multiple purposes. First, it would have practically helped in her outward smell.
Due to a lack of water, and a lack of bathing, the odor from, her bundle would
have hung around her neck, and the fragrance would have permeated her skin.
Second, it was also a unique combination of ingredients. Just as there are many
different perfumes, where could be multiple bundled perfumes. And upon her bed
at night she would have meditated upon the smell that was given to her. One of
the smells was myrrh, which was expensive and was associated with burial. She
was symbolically able to mediate upon her worth, and dying to her desires, and
saying yes to the Kings.  Also, in the beginning she is not able to follow the king
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and serve his purpose. But, after meditating upon the words and actions he has
towards the Bride, she is transformed. She declares, “Until the day breaks And the
shadows flee away, I will go my way to the mountain of myrrh And to the hill of
frankincense.” (Songs 4:6). Today, God wants to give us a bundle of myrrh; we
need to say “yes” to the gifts of God and put them around our necks, so that
God’s will becomes our will. The bride meditated upon the myrrh in the night
season; we should meditate upon God’s will above our own, especially in the hard
times of our life, just as the Shulamite meditated upon the gift of myrrh in the
night season.

8. “And six months with perfumes and preparations for beautifying women” - The
second six months Esther would have gone through the beautification of
perfume. This is similar to what the Shulamite went through in the Song of
Songs. After she has grown in maturity she declares, “Awake, O north wind, And
come, O south! Blow upon my garden, That its spices may flow out. Let my beloved
come to his garden And eat its pleasant fruits.” (Songs 4:16). The north winds
speak of the hard times (again, both voluntarily, and involuntary). The South wind
speaks of the times of Blessing. In nature God’s system of growing a seed has to
do with the north and south winds. The north winds are the times of cold, or
death, when the seed goes into the ground and has to wait and wait. Then the
warmth of the sun and the spring rains bring it to the place of growth. In the
same way we have to say yes to the season of death, and then enjoy the season
of blessing and growth. But both are equally necessary.

13 Thus prepared, each young woman went to the king, and she was given whatever she
desired to take with her from the women’s quarters to the king’s palace. 14 In the
evening she went, and in the morning she returned to the second house of the women,
to the custody of Shaashgaz, the king’s eunuch who kept the concubines. She would not
go into the king again unless the king delighted in her and called for her by name.

15 Now when the turn came for Esther the daughter of Abihail the uncle of Mordecai,
who had taken her as his daughter, to go in to the king, she requested nothing but what
Hegai the king’s eunuch, the custodian of the women, advised. And Esther obtained
favor in the sight of all who saw her. 16 So Esther was taken to King Ahasuerus, into his
royal palace, in the tenth month, which is the month of Tebeth, in the seventh year of his
reign. 17 The king loved Esther more than all the other women, and she obtained grace
and favor in his sight more than all the virgins; so he set the royal crown upon her head
and made her queen instead of Vashti. 18 Then the king made a great feast, the Feast
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of Esther, for all his officials and servants; and he proclaimed a holiday in the provinces
and gave gifts according to the [l]generosity of a king.

Mordecai Discovers a Plot

19 When virgins were gathered together a second time, Mordecai sat within the king’s
gate. 20 Now Esther had not revealed her family and her people, just as Mordecai had
charged her, for Esther obeyed the command of Mordecai as when she was brought up
by him.

21 In those days, while Mordecai sat within the king’s gate, two of the king’s eunuchs,
[m]Bigthan and Teresh, doorkeepers, became furious and sought to lay hands on King
Ahasuerus. 22 So the matter became known to Mordecai, who told Queen Esther, and
Esther informed the king in Mordecai’s name. 23 And when an inquiry was made into
the matter, it was confirmed, and both were hanged on a gallows; and it was written in
the book of the chronicles in the presence of the king.

ESTHER 3
After these things King Ahasuerus promoted Haman, the son of Hammedatha the
Agagite, and advanced him and set his seat above all the princes who were with him. 2
And all the king’s servants who were within the king’s gate bowed and paid homage to
Haman, for so the king had commanded concerning him. But Mordecai would not bow
or pay homage. 3 Then the king’s servants who were within the king’s gate said to
Mordecai, “Why do you transgress the king’s command?” 4 Now it happened, when they
spoke to him daily and he would not listen to them, that they told it to Haman, to see
whether Mordecai’s words would stand; for Mordecai had told them that he was a Jew. 5
When Haman saw that Mordecai did not bow or pay him homage, Haman was filled with
wrath. 6 But he disdained to lay hands on Mordecai alone, for they had told him of the
people of Mordecai. Instead, Haman sought to destroy all the Jews who were
throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus—the people of Mordecai.

7 In the first month, which is the month of Nisan, in the twelfth year of King Ahasuerus,
they cast Pur (that is, the lot), before Haman [a]to determine the day and the [b]month,
[c]until it fell on the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar.
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8 Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus, “There is a certain people scattered and
dispersed among the people in all the provinces of your kingdom; their laws are different
from all other people’s, and they do not keep the king’s laws. Therefore it is not fitting for
the king to let them remain. 9 If it pleases the king, let a decree be written that they be
destroyed, and I will pay ten thousand talents of silver into the hands of those who do
the work, to bring it into the king’s treasuries.”

10 So the king took his signet ring from his hand and gave it to Haman, the son of
Hammedatha the Agagite, the enemy of the Jews. 11 And the king said to Haman, “The
money and the people are given to you, to do with them as seems good to you.”

12 Then the king’s scribes were called on the thirteenth day of the first month, and a
decree was written according to all that Haman commanded—to the king’s satraps, to
the governors who were over each province, to the officials of all people, to every
province according to its script, and to every people in their language. In the name of
King Ahasuerus it was written, and sealed with the king’s signet ring. 13 And the letters
were sent by couriers into all the king’s provinces, to destroy, to kill, and to annihilate all
the Jews, both young and old, little children and women, in one day, on the thirteenth day
of the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar, and to plunder their [d]possessions. 14
A copy of the document was to be issued as law in every province, being published for
all people, that they should be ready for that day. 15 The couriers went out, hastened by
the king’s command; and the decree was proclaimed in [e]Shushan the [f]citadel. So the
king and Haman sat down to drink, but the city of Shushan was [g]perplexed.
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