
ORDINARY PEOPLE CALLED TO DO EXTRAORDINARY THINGS

SCHEDULE FOR APRIL CLASS
APRIL 5TH - INTRO, THEMES, HISTORY, TEMPLE, CHAPTER 1
APRIL 12TH - CHAPTERS 2,3
APRIL 19TH - CHAPTER 4, 5, 6
APRIL 26TH - CHAPTER 7, 8, 9, 10

APRIL 5TH OUTLINE
1. INTRODUCTION
2. CHAPTERS
3. MAIN CHARACTERS
4. THEMES
5. HISTORY
6. CHAPTER 1
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INTRODUCTION
1. WHY IS ESTHER UNIQUE?
2. BEN’S DREAM ABOUT THE BOOK OF ESTHER

CHAPTERS
Esther 1-3 : The Jews in Danger

Chapter 1 Ahasuerus rejects Vashti
Chapter 2 Ahasuerus makes Esther Queen
Chapter 3 Haman's Honour and his Plan to destroy the Jews

Esther 4-10 : The Salvation of the Jews
Chapter 4 Mordecai calls in Esther
Chapter 5 Esther's Invitation to the Banquet
Chapter 6 Haman is obliged to honour Mordecai
Chapter 7 Haman's Fall and Execution
Chapter 8:1-9:16  The Jews' Vengeance
Chapter 9:17-32   The Purim-Feast
Chapter 10 Epilogue

MAIN CHARACTERS
1. Gentiles - God has raised up both Jew and Gentiles. God has provided away for both

Jew and Gentile to come together as on through the cross of Christ. (Eph. 2:15). The
nations actions will be judged according to the Covenant God made with Abraham (God
made a covenant with the people; Judah and Israel. And God made a covenant with the
land; Jerusalem)

2. Jews - This is God’s chosen people; the elect according to the Grace of God. God has a
specific plan for the Jewish people and all nations must submit to God by serving the
Jewish people.

3. King Ahasuerus - Gentile king that is administering the will of God over the Jewish
people (exile from Jeremiah 25); Allegory - speaks of God the Father with all His wealth
and splendor. And Jesus as the Bridegroom King.

4. Queen Vashti - She is a woman trying to live in a male dominated society, and she
seems to fail. Allegory - She speaks of women trying to get their rights, or make her way.
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However, she is contending for her rights outside of God fighting for her. Symbolic of
women and nations trying to make their own way without God’s help; waiting upon God.

5. Queen Esther - A Jewish girl that is taken prisioner to the king (she may have had a
choice, but probably she did not; possible she is a human trafficking victim). Allegory -
she speaks of the Bride of Christ who is overcoming in this age and learning to rule and
reign with Christ.

6. Mordecai - Uncle who adopted Esther. Allegory - spiritual fathers/mothers who are able
“adopt” others and bring them into the Body of Christ.

7. Haman - wicked person that wants to wipe Jews off the face of the earth. The Evil figure.
Allegory - evil; flesh; anti-christ both now and at the end of the age.

THEMES

1.BRIDAL PARADIGM
A. In Jesus’ final public message to Israel, He emphasized the Lord as a
Bridegroom, King, and Judge (Mt. 22:1-14). He revealed the nature of the kingdom
as a wedding that His Father planned.
2The kingdom…is like a certain king who arranged a marriage for his son, 3and
sent out his servants to call those who were invited to the wedding…4He sent out
other servants, saying, “…Come to the wedding.” 5But they made light of it and
went their ways, one to his own farm, another to his business. 6And the rest seized
his servants…and killed them. 7When the king heard about it…He sent out his
armies, destroyed those murderers [the Judge]…8Then he said to his servants,
“The wedding is ready…9Therefore go into the highways, and as many as you
find, invite to the wedding.” 10So those servants went out…and the wedding hall
was filled…

(Mt. 22:2-10)

1. The King: Jesus fully expressed the Father’s personality (Jn. 14:9-10; Col.
1:15; Heb. 1:3).

2. Invited to the wedding: Core to the gospel message is inviting people to
the wedding.

3. He was furious: God’s judgments are expressed to those who persecuted
His messengers.

B. Immediately after this parable, Jesus called Israel to love Him (Mt. 22:37).
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37“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart.” (Mt. 22:37)

C. Jesus’ final teaching to the disciples in the upper room emphasized themes
related to the intensity of His love for them (Jn. 13-17). He gave His ultimate
statement of love for us in John 15:9-11.
9“As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love.” (Jn. 15:9)

D. In His prayer for the Church, He prayed that they be with Him and love
Him as the Father does.
24“Father, I desire that they…may be with Me where I am…26I have declared to
them Your name, and will declare it, that the love with which You loved Me may be
in them.” (Jn. 17:24-26)

2.OVERCOMING BRIDE BEING PREPARED TO
RULE AND REIGN IN THIS AGE AND THE
NEXT

3.WOMEN IN HISTORY
4.SPIRITUAL FAMILY/FATHERS & MOTHERS
5.GREAT STORY
6.JEW & GENTILE
7.OVERCOMING EVIL AT THE END OF THE

AGE

HISTORY OF THE BOOK OF ESTHER
AUTHOR
As with most of the OT writings the author of the book of Esther (Esther meaning "star") is
not mentioned. The Jewish historian Josephus names Mordecai as author of the book.
Chapter 10:2-3 however speaks against this, for the author would hardly have written
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likewise of himself. On the other hand chap. 9:20 explicitly mentions that Mordecai wrote
these things. Other sources ascribe the book of Esther to Ezra or Nehemiah.

TIME

The events of the book of Esther occurred during the reign of King Ahasuerus, Xerxes I.
(Persian: Khschayarscha).

Ahasuerus reigned from 485 to 464 BC. His predecessor was King Darius (522-485 BC)
who is mentioned in Ezra 4:5. His successor was Artaxerxes I. (Ezra 7:1 and Nehemiah
2:1). The events mentioned in Esther therefore happened between Ezra chapter 6 and
chapter 7. This is why many presume that the book was written in the second half of the
fifth century BC.

TEMPLE/JERUSALEM
The Book of Esther is significant in relation to the history of the Jewish people and God’s Future
Throne room in Jerusalem. Why? God’s plan is that He would Rule and Reign, with His Bride,
from Jerusalem. Jesus is the King, He is the Judge, but He is also the Bridegroom. So,
whenever we study the Bible we must have these to very important truths:

1. Israel’s election - This means that God chose Israel as the people He would bring
Salvation through; “who are Israelites, to whom pertain the adoption, the glory, the
covenants, the giving of the law, the service of God, and the promises; 5 of whom are the
fathers and from whom, according to the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, the eternally
blessed God. Amen.” (Rom. 9:4-5). Israel is the elect or chosen of God (Rom. 9:11). The
Blessings of God will only come through Israel. (Gen. 12:1-3).

2. Jerusalem Centric - Jesus chose to Rule and Reign in Jerusalem. Therefore, we must
follow where He chose to set up His Kingdom reign. (Jer. 3:17)
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● 1200 BCE - Jerusalem is conquered by Canaanites (Jebusites)

King David /King Solomon
FIRST TEMPLE BUILT

● 1000 BCE - King David Conquers Jerusalem; Declares City Capital of Jewish
Kingdom

● 960 BCE - David's Son, King Solomon, Builds First Jewish Temple
Assyrians

● 721 BCE - Assyrians Conquer Samaria; Refugees Flee to Jerusalem and City
Expands onto Western Hill

● 701 BCE - Assyrian Ruler Sennacherib Lays Siege to Jerusalem
Babylon

● 586 BCE - Babylonian Forces Destroy Jerusalem and Demolish First Temple

Persian Period (539-322 BCE)
SECOND TEMPLE BUILT

● 539 BCE - Persian Ruler Cyrus the Great Conquers Babylonian Empire,
Including Jerusalem

● 516 BCE - Cyrus Permits Jews in Babylonian Exile to Return to Jerusalem;
Second Temple Built Zerubbabel brings 50k Jews back to Jerusalem.

● 485 to 464 BC. Ahasuerus reigned; QUEEN ESTHER SAVES THE JEWS
● 445-425 BCE - Nehemiah the Prophet Rebuilds the Walls of Jerusalem; City

Confined to Eastern Hill
Hellenistic Period (332-141 BCE)

● 332 BCE - Greek Leader Alexander the Great Conquers Judea and Jerusalem
● 332-141 BCE - Ptolemaic and Seleucid Rule in Jerusalem

Hasmonean Period (141-37 BCE)
● 141 BCE - Hasmonean Dynasty Begins; Jerusalem Again Expands Limits to

Western Hill
● 63 BCE - Roman General Pompey captures Jerusalem

Herodian Period (37 BCE - 70 CE)
● 37 BCE - King Herod Restructures Second Temple, Adds Retaining Walls
● 30 CE - Jesus Crucified by Romans in Jerusalem

Roman Period (70 - 324 CE)
● 70 CE - Roman Forces Destroy Jerusalem and Demolish Second Temple
● 135 CE - Jerusalem Rebuilt as a Roman City
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Byzantine Period (324-638 CE)
● 335 CE - Church of the Holy Sepulchre Built
● 614 CE - Persians Capture Jerusalem
● 629 CE - Byzantine Christians Recapture Jerusalem from Persians

First Muslim Period (638-1099 CE)
● 638 CE - Caliph Omar Enters Jerusalem
● 661-750 CE - Jerusalem Ruled Under Umayyad Dynasty
● 691 CE - Dome of the Rock Built on Site of Destroyed Jewish Temples
● 750-974 CE - Jerusalem Ruled Under Abassid Dynasty

Crusader Period (1099-1187 CE)
● 1099 CE - First Crusaders Capture Jerusalem

Ayyubid Period (1187-1259 CE)
● 1187 CE - Saladin Captures Jerusalem from Crusaders
● 1229-1244 CE - Crusaders Briefly Recapture Jerusalem Two Times

Mamluk Period (1250-1516)
● 1250 - Muslim Caliph Dismantles Walls of Jerusalem; Population Rapidly

Declines
Ottoman Period (1516-1917)

● 1517 - Ottoman Empire Captures Jerusalem
● 1538-1541 - Suleiman the Magnificent Rebuilds the Walls of Jerusalem

British Mandate (1917-1948)
● 1917 - British Capture Jerusalem in World War I

Divided City (1948-1967)
● 1948 - State of Israel Established; Jerusalem Divided By Armistice Lines

Between Israel & Jordan
Reunification (1967-Present)

● 1967 - Israel Captures Jerusalem's Old City and Eastern Half; Reunites City

DANIEL 9:25-27 TEMPLE BUILT
A. 25“…from the going forth of the command (458 BC) to restore…Jerusalem

until Messiah…there shall be seven weeks (49 years; 409 BC) and sixty-two
weeks (434 years; AD 27)…

B. 26After the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off (Jesus was killed; AD
30)…and the people of the prince who is to come (Antichrist) shall destroy
the city [Jerusalem; AD 70]…
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C. “Then he (anti-christ) “shall confirm a covenant (international agreement with
his peace plan) “with many (nations; people groups)“for one week; (7 year
period; Matt. 24:22 “And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be
saved; but for the elect’s sake (chosen ones) those days will be shortened.”“But
in the middle of the week (3 1/2 years into the last 7 period)
“He shall bring an end to sacrifice and offering (break the covenant; then
build the temple of “PEACE” in Jerusalem)
“And on the wing of abominations (Anti-christ sits in temple and says “I am
your god…worship me!; Matt. 24:15 “Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of
desolation,’ spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place”
(…whoever reads, let him understand)“shall be one who makes desolate,
(anti-christ will destroy people eventually).“Even until the consummation
(Judgment) which is determined,“Is poured out on the desolate.”(anti-christ)

GOD’S PROPHETIC TIME CLOCK

A. The 70 weeks (490 years) are divided into three parts: 7 weeks (49 years), 62 weeks (434
years), and the 70th week (final 7 years before Jesus’ returns). There is an approximate
2,000-year gap after the 69 weeks, before the 70th week begins. Each date points to a
time when significant events occur—Jerusalem restored, Messiah’s first coming,
Jerusalem destroyed, Antichrist activity and destruction.

B. God’s plan contained surprising developments—Messiah being killed, followed by
Jerusalem and the temple being destroyed again (9:26) like the destruction of Solomon’s
temple in 586 BC.

C. The temple will be rebuilt in the end times and then made desolate by the Antichrist
(9:27).

D. After Jesus was killed in Jerusalem in AD 30, God’s “prophetic clock,” or “calendar,”
paused for nearly 2,000 years until Israel was back in their promised land (1948).

GOD’S TIME TABLE
42 months, 1,260 days, and Time, Times, & Half a Time (3 1/2 years)
There are eight scriptures and four phrases that describe the final 3½ years before Jesus returns.
One reason that different terminology is used is so that the meaning is clear and that no one
would be able to dismiss this significant time frame as being symbolic. By comparing these
passages, we see that different terminology is used to describe the same time frame of 3½ years.
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1. Persecution: The persecution of Israel and the Church lasts 42 months (Rev. 11:2; 13:5),
which is also described as time, times, and half a time (Dan. 7:25; 12:7).

2. Prophecy: The two witnesses will prophesy for 1260 days (Rev. 11:3).
3. Protection: Israel will be protected in the wilderness for 1260 days (Rev. 12:6), which is

also described as time, times, and half a time (Rev. 12:14).

ESTHER CHAPTER 1

The King Dethrones Queen Vashti

1 Now it came to pass in the days of Ahasuerus[a] (this was the Ahasuerus who reigned
over one hundred and twenty-seven provinces, from India to Ethiopia),

1. 127 Provinces - largest up to this point

2 in those days when King Ahasuerus sat on the throne of his kingdom, which was in
Shushan[b] the [c]citadel,

1. King Ahasuerus - Ahasuerus reigned from 485 to 464 BC.
2. Daniel 8:1-3 “In the third year of the reign of King Belshazzar a vision appeared to

me—to me, Daniel—after the one that appeared to me the first time. 2 I saw in the
vision, and it so happened while I was looking, that I was in Shushan,[b] the [c]citadel,
which is in the province of Elam; and I saw in the vision that I was by the River Ulai.”

3. Shushan - modern day Iran; winter palace.
4. Daniel 9:23 - Daniel’s revelation was birthed out of a place of prayer and

intercession as a priestly person. “At the beginning of your supplications the
[a]command went out, and I have come to tell you, for you are greatly beloved;
therefore consider the matter, and understand the vision:”

5. WHY? - There were Jews still staying in Babylon that had not gone back to
Jerusalem, and God still cared for them. He still had a plan for them to
participate.

3 that in the third year of his reign he made a feast for all his officials and
servants—the powers of Persia and Media, the nobles, and the princes of the provinces
being before him—

1. third year of his reign - The book of Esther covers a 10 year period.
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2. he made a feast - The largest feast in world history? The Three Feasts in the Book

of Esther
● Feast of Ahasuerus during which Vashti is rejected (chapter 1)
● Feast of Esther during which Haman is rejected (chapter 7)
● Purim-Feast of the Jews, which is a reminder to the salvation of the Jewish

people (chapter 9)
3. powers of Persia and Media - This was how you brought people into your

control.

4 when he showed the riches of his glorious kingdom and the splendor of his excellent
majesty for many days, one hundred and eighty days in all.

1. one hundred and eighty days in all - This is the longest feast ever. This 4 years
before His campaign against Greece. To avenge his Father’s loss.

5 And when these days were completed, the king made a feast lasting seven days for
all the people who were present in [d]Shushan the [e]citadel, from great to small, in the
court of the garden of the king’s palace.

1. a feast lasting seven days - This was a feast to get the local leaders on the plan
that he had to go to war against Greece. And to show them that He cared.

2. Allegory - God the Father started in the garden. He made everything perfect.

6 There were white and blue linen curtains fastened with cords of fine linen and purple
on silver rods and marble pillars; and the couches were of gold and silver on a mosaic
pavement of alabaster, turquoise, and white and black marble. 7 And they served
drinks in golden vessels, each vessel being different from the other, with royal wine in
abundance, according to the [f]generosity of the king.

1. Golden vessel - obviously this speaks of the king's wealth. However, God brought
the cup of Israel to all the nations to drink. Just as a person would come into a
king's court to drink wine, which signified building a relationship with them, God
is inviting the nations into His plan’s and purposes.

2. Jeremiah 25:15-26 15 For thus says the Lord God of Israel to me: “Take this wine
cup of [c]fury from My hand, and cause all the nations, to whom I send you, to drink
it. 16 And they will drink and stagger and go mad because of the sword that I will
send among them.17 Then I took the cup from the Lord’s hand, and made all the
nations drink, to whom the Lord had sent me: 18 Jerusalem and the cities of
Judah, its kings and its princes, to make them a desolation, an astonishment, a
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hissing, and a curse, as it is this day; 19 Pharaoh king of Egypt, his servants, his
princes, and all his people; 20 all the mixed multitude, all the kings of the land of
Uz, all the kings of the land of the Philistines (namely, Ashkelon, Gaza, Ekron, and
the remnant of Ashdod); 21 Edom, Moab, and the people of Ammon; 22 all the
kings of Tyre, all the kings of Sidon, and the kings of the coastlands which are
across the sea; 23 Dedan, Tema, Buz, and all who are in the farthest corners; 24 all
the kings of Arabia and all the kings of the mixed multitude who dwell in the desert;
25 all the kings of Zimri, all the kings of Elam, and all the kings of the Medes; 26
all the kings of the north, far and near, one with another; and all the kingdoms of
the world which are on the face of the earth. Also the king of [d]Sheshach shall
drink after them.

8 In accordance with the law, the drinking was not compulsory; for so the king had
ordered all the officers of his household, that they should do according to each man’s
pleasure.

1. Not compulsory - the king did not force them to drink. Instead he invited them.
2. Allegory - God does not force us to follow Him. He is perfect in His leadership.

He always gives us the choice. In the garden there were two trees. In
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 God gives Israel two choices: either life or death. We must
choose to either obey or disobey.

9 Queen Vashti also made a feast for the women in the royal palace which belonged to
King Ahasuerus.

1. Queen Vashti - men and women would have been eating separately.

10 On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with wine, he commanded
Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, seven eunuchs who
served in the presence of King Ahasuerus, 11 to bring Queen Vashti before the king,
wearing her royal crown, in order to show her beauty to the people and the officials, for
she was beautiful to behold.

1. bring Queen Vashti before the king, wearing her royal crown - this was as much
a show of his wealth as her beauty.

12 But Queen Vashti refused to come at the king’s command brought by his eunuchs;
therefore the king was furious, and his anger burned within him.
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1. Queen Vashti refused - For whatever reason she refused the king’s command.
This is when she felt slighted and was protesting. Possibly she did not agree with
the war against the Greeks, but either way she refused the king and made a
public protest

2. Allegory - God does not force the earthly Bride to follow Him unless they want to.
Either you can follow and go into Heaven, or you can do your own thing and end
up in hell

3. Women’s Rights and the Justice of God - God made women and does not think of
women are less than men.

4. The Garden - Jesus made Eve as an equal or co-heir with Adam. Her actions
affected humanity as much as Adam.

5. The Women at the well - In John 4 Jesus destroyed the rational line and the
gender line when He talked to the Samaritan woman.

6. Justice - God wants to bring Justice to women in all situations. But there is a
God way to bring justice and a humanistic way. Queen Vashti was not a believer
in God and chose to protest, which did not change things. Queen Esther chose to
seek God (and His plan) and deliverance did come for the Jews. God desires to
bring heavenly Justice & immediate Justice. He does not desire to bring
temporary and humanistic justice.

7. End of the Age - God will have His Bride found ready (Rev. 19:7) “Let us be glad
and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His
wife has made herself ready.”

8. Ben dream about NOW vs. Messianic Jews - God wants to bring justice to
women, but only in His way.

9. Ben’s dream about
https://www.holyclubs.com/post/the-incredible-worth-of-a-woman

13 Then the king said to the wise men who understood the times (for this was the
king’s manner toward all who knew law and justice, 14 those closest to him being
Carshena, Shethar, Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Memucan, the seven
princes of Persia and Media, who had access to the king’s presence, and who [g]ranked
highest in the kingdom): 15 “What shall we do to Queen Vashti, according to law,
because she did not obey the command of King Ahasuerus brought to her by the
eunuchs?”
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1. What shall we do to Queen Vashti - This was an issue because someone was
disobeying the king. Remember that he had brought everyone to the citadel in
order to show that his plan and kingdom was strong.

16 And Memucan answered before the king and the princes: “Queen Vashti has not
only wronged the king, but also all the princes, and all the people who are in all the
provinces of King Ahasuerus. 17 For the queen’s behavior will become known to all
women, so that they will despise their husbands in their eyes, when they report, ‘King
Ahasuerus commanded Queen Vashti to be brought in before him, but she did not
come.’ 18 This very day the noble ladies of Persia and Media will say to all the king’s
officials that they have heard of the behavior of the queen. Thus there will be excessive
contempt and wrath.

1. 17 For the queen’s behavior will become known to all women, so that they will
despise their husbands in their eyes - Memucan believes that this will now affect
all women. It is important to note that you can not be a healthy government when
you do not follow God’s plan and purpose for all races and genders.

19 If it pleases the king, let a royal [h]decree go out from him, and let it be recorded in
the laws of the Persians and the Medes, so that it will not [i]be altered, that Vashti shall
come no more before King Ahasuerus; and let the king give her royal position to
another who is better than she. 20 When the king’s decree which he will make is
proclaimed throughout all his empire (for it is great), all wives will honor their
husbands, both great and small.”

1. all wives will honor their husbands, both great and small - They are trying to
enact laws that will keep women subservient to men.

2. End Times - The Anti-Christ will look to change the times and seasons. Meaning
he will change the laws, and those laws will be against God. Next, It says that he
will not regard women. Dan. 11:37 declares, “He shall regard neither the [a]God of
his fathers nor the desire of women, nor regard any god; for he shall exalt himself
above them all.”

21 And the reply pleased the king and the princes, and the king did according to the
word of Memucan.
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ORDINARY PEOPLE CALLED TO DO EXTRAORDINARY THINGS
1. reply pleased the king and the princes - The king is actually controlled what

others think, say, or do. It is interesting to note that

22 Then he sent letters to all the king’s provinces, to each province in its own script,
and to every people in their own language, that each man should be master in his own
house, and speak in the language of his own people.
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